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SENATE BI LL 6227

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first time 01/ 14/ 08. Referred to Conmttee on Natura
Resources, Ocean & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to strengthening Washington's outer coast marine
resources commttees; anmendi ng RCW 36. 125. 020; addi ng a new section to
chapter 36.125 RCW creating a new section; and nmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Wshington's
coastal and ocean resources provide vital economc, recreation,
transportation, and cultural benefits to the state. The | egislature
seeks to continue recent state and local efforts to preserve and
enhance the state's coastal and ocean resources, such as the work of
t he Washi ngt on ocean policy work group and the state's existing marine
resources conmmttees.

The |l egislature finds that outer coast marine resources commttees,
authorized by the legislature in 2007, provide a nechanism for
communities to discuss and develop solutions for the issues facing

coast al resources and communities. However , addi ti onal state
investnments are necessary to allow outer coast marine resources
commttees to fulfill their full potential. Therefore, the legislature
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intends by this act to provide additional support and resources for
outer coast marine resources commttees in order to benefit the coastal
and ocean resources of Washi ngton.

Sec. 2. RCW36.125.020 and 2007 ¢ 344 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A marine resources commttee, as described in RCW 36.125. 010,
may be created by the legislative authority of any county bordering the
marine waters of the outer coast or Puget Sound, in cooperation with
all appropriate cities and special districts wthin their boundaries.
Adj acent county legislative authorities shall coordinate their efforts
whenever there is a nutual interest in creating a marine resources
comm ttee.

(2) A county may del egate the managenent and oversight of a marine
resources commttee created by the county under RCW 36.125.010 to a
city, or cities, within its jurisdiction, if the city or cities are
| ocated on the marine waters of the outer coast or southern Puget Sound
and are willing to accept the del egation.

(3)(a) Participating county |egislative authorities nmust select
menbers of the nmarine resources conmmttee, ensuring bal anced
representation from Local governnment; scientific experts; affected
econom c interests; affected recreational interests; and environnental

and conservation interests. Additionally, participating county
| egislative authorities nust invite tribal representatives to
participate in the nmarine resources conmttee.

(b) In lieu of creating a new entity, participating county
legislative authorities may designate a lead entity created under RCW
77.85.050 to also serve as a nmrine resources comttee. Count y

legislative authorities may only nmake this designation where the | ead
entity consents in witing to also serve as a nmarine resources
committee.

(c) Aninitiating county may del egate its appointnent authority to
a city or cities that have received from the county the del egated
responsibilities of managing and overseeing the nmarine resources
comm ttee.

(4) County residents may petition the county |legislative authority
to create a marine resources committee. Upon receipt of a petition
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the county legislative authority nmust respond in witing within sixty
days as to whether they wll authorize the creation of a narine
resources commttee as well as the reasons for their decision.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 36.125 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) The outer coast marine resources committee programis created

to provide support for the devel opnent, adm ni strati on, and
coordination of outer coast mnmarine resources conmmttees and their
proj ects.

(2) The director of fish and wildlife is the adm nistrator of the
outer coast marine resources comrittee program As the adm nistrator
of the program the director of fish and wldlife shall:

(a) Provide each outer coast marine resources conmttee wth a
coordinator to support the admnistration and work of the commttee;
and

(b) Distribute grants to outer coast narine resources conmttees
for projects that benefit Washington's coastal marine resources. The
director of fish and wildlife shall devel op procedures and criteria for
al l ocating funds for projects, which may include annual allocation of
funding to each comm ttee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year endi ng June 30, 2009, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
fish and wldlife for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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